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SELECTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE 
NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, OUDH, 


CENTRAL PROVINCES AND RAJPUTANA, 
Received up to Ist September 1890. 


POLITICAL AND NATIVE STATES. 


The Hind istdnt (Lucknow), of the 24th August, observes Circulation, 
that the news received from England 300 9 


— by the last mail shows that if Lord 


Salisbury does not act with extreme caution and sagacity, 
difficulties. are very likely to arise on the north-west 
frontier next winter. It was generally expected that the 
improvement tn the state of the imperial treasury, due to 
the rise of exchange, would enable Government to raise the 
limit of minimum taxable incomes and to reduce the salt 


duty, but those hopes have been dashed to the ground by 


the disquieting rumours regarding the frontier. It has been 
alleged that the British and the Russian Governments have 
formed a conspiracy against the Amir of Kabul, with a view 
to divide his dominions between themselves. The Amir 
will, it is said, be openly told to abdicate the throne and go 
about his business, or internal disputes will first be excited 
in Afghanistan, and afterwards the country will be wrested 
from the Amir. The people at Kabul are inclined to give 


credence to the above rumour about the conspiracy between 
the British and the Russian Governments, and think that the 


Circulation, 
500 copics, 
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former has instigated the tribes on the eastern frontier of 
Afghanistan to rebel against the Amir, and that the latter 
those on the western frontier. But it is difficult to say how 


far the rumour is well founded. If no conspiracy has been 


formed, even the growth of such a false belief in the minds: 
of Afghans will embitter their feelings against the British. 
Government. It is well known that Lord Lansdowne and. 
the Amir are not on the best of terms with each other. 
The Amir committed come. cruel murders at the capital, 
and his lordship, animated by humanity, mildly rebuked. 
him for those massacres; but he replied that his lordship 
had no business to interfere with his affairs, as might be 
expected. Government may or may not resent the insult. 
offered by the Amir, but there is no doubt that Lord Lans- 
downe’s letter to him on the subject of massacres has. 
produced very bad effects. at Kabul. The Amir protests | 
against the railway being extended into his territories, and 
does not allow Captain MacLeod’s survey party to enter his 
kingdom. Indeed, military preparations are also going on 
at Kabul. It is a matter of surprise and regret that, the 
money, arms and ammunition which we have given to the 
Afghans will be used against ourselves. What more proof 
could be needed for the condemnation of the yearly subsidy 
paid to the Amir? It is the earnest desire of natives 
that Government may keep itself aloof from any war, as 
their condition is unsatisfactory at present and is entitled 
to special consideration. 


The Hindustan (Käläkankar), of the 27th August, is 
glad to notice that Mahäräjd Dalip 
Singh has expressed his deep regret 
and sorrow to Her Majesty for his past misconduct, and 
that Her Majesty has pardoned him, on condition of his not 
renewing his claim to any portion of the Panj4b. It is 
well that the Mahäräja has confessed his faults, but Her 
Majesty cannot be sufficiently thanked for her liberality 
and magnanimity. The superiority of the British Govern- 


ment over other Governments consists in the exercise of 
such qualities. 


Maharaja Dalip Singh. 


(: 661 ) 
| 


A Gwalior correspondent of the Hindistdn (K4lék ankar), 
“Settlement Commis. of the 27th August, complains that 
sener in Gwalior... © Maulvi Muhammad ‘Kasim, who 
was appointed settlement Commissioner in Gwalior by Sir 
Lepel Griffin on Rs. 1,000 a month, has filled the Settle- 
ment Department with his relatives and friends of the 
Sahéranpur district. They receive larger salaries than 
the other clerks who have no influence on him, and they 
are readily granted leave for long periods of time on full 
pay, while if any of the latter takes leave only for five 


days he loses his pay fora week. As the Settlement 


Commissioner was unable to carry out the settlement him- 
self; he engaged the services of a retired native official of 
the Panj4b, who completed the work and submitted the 
report to the darbär. The Panjabi official was appointed 
a Deputy Collector, but as he was not allowed full pay 
when he went home on leave, he resigned his post in dis- 


gust. Settlement Commissioner’s real brother is an Assis- 


tant Commissioner on Rs. 350 a month. He is an incom- 
petent man and his work had to be done by the Panjabi 
official above referred to. He has been on leave for the 
last five months on full pay. . There are two other equally 
incompetent Assistant Commissioners. — 


ADMIN ISTRATION. 


The Hindistani (Lucknow), of the 24th August, with 
reference to the resolution passed 


the re- 
„ of the by Sir Auckland Colvin on the 


Local Government in the third memorial in the Cawnpore 
Cawnpore assault case. | 
assault case, observes that the 


Morning Post, the Express, and other Anglo-Indian news- 


papers say that the result has been as was expected. They 
are right, because a Civilian cannot be expected to be 
punished under/a Civilian Government. The Morning Post 
says that Pandit Hirday Narayan has spoilt his case by 


bringing. accusations against the officers. It is right: Sir | 


Auckland Colvin and Mr. Harington desire that Mr. 
Wright should not suffer in any way. But, of course, they 
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do not care for the native Kotwäl, and it would be a lter 


of indifferenoe to them even if he were hanged. The 
memorialists are told in the Government resolution to 
prosecute the Kotwäl in the usual way, if they have any 


valid grounds of complaint against him. But nothin g 
could come out of a prosecution against him, because he 
appears to be secretly supported by some powerful author- 
ity ; otherwise he would not have had the audacity to make 
a free use of his riding whip at the door of the Cawnpore. 
Town Hall during Mr. Harington's inquiry. Pandit 
Hirday Narayan had now better remain silent. His case 
has clearly shown how impossible it is to expect justice 
under the present system of administration. The natives. 
should not despair ; the ill-treatment they receive is nothing 
compared with that accorded by English officers to the 
people in Ireland. They should be ready to bear all sorts 
of troubles. Sir Auckland Colvin might look back with 
satisfaction at his proceedings in the case. His Honor 
might be glad that he has: repressed the Cawnpore 
people ; that he has made the District Magistrate, of whom 
they complained, a Commissioner; and that he has over- 
looked the irregularities of which the Commissioner of 
Allahabad was guilty in his inquiry. But the popular 
sympathy throughout the country is with Pandit Hirday 
Narayan, and the public has been convinced that the assault 
was committed on him on account of his political views and 
of his exposing the arbitrary proceedings of officials. 
through newspapers. 

The Aséd (Lucknow), of the 29th August, adverting to the 
last memorial in the Cawnpore assault 
case, observes that it has been alleged 
in the memorial that Mr. Harington did not go to Cawnpore | 
to satisfy himself and the memorialists as to the conduct 
of Mr. Wright, but to justify Mr. Wrights’ proceedings. 


The same. 


But Mr. Harington’s inquiry has convinced all unpreju- 
- diced men that Pandit Hirday Narayan made no formal com- 


plaint to Mr. Wright ; and the Pandit himself admitted that 
he had never seen any Magistrate taking action on a verbal 
complaint. The name of Ahsänu, the so-called assailant, 


, 


i 
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_ was not pekte to the District Magistrate. nor mentioned 
in the telegram. sent to His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 
Considering the unusual proceedings of the Pandit from 
beginning to end, the Commissioner had good reason to believe 
that the object of the Pandit and his friends was to plunge 
Mr. Wright into difficulties. The memorialists state in the 
third memorial that they expected that the Kotwal would 
be suspended during the inquiry. But if Government offi- 
cials were suspended on such trivial grounds, a number of 
officials: would have to be suspended every day. If the 
Kotwal made a free.use of his riding whip at the door of 
the Town Hall during the Commissioner’s inquiry, as has 
been alleged in the memorial, there is nothing to prevent 
the people from prosecuting him in the local courts. The 
memorialists made no complaint against the District Super- 
intendent of Police in their first two memorials and during 
the Commissioner’s inquiry, but he, too, has come in for his 
due share of blame in the third memorial. They express 
their dissatisfaction with Mr. Harington’s inquiry, on the 
ground that he was biased against them, and ask for the 
deputation of another officer to enquire into the case. But 
the Lieutenant-Governor could not be expected to waste his 
time in such matters. His Honor has rightly rejected tle 
memorial and refused to take any further action. The 
memorialists have been told to prosecute the Kotwal in the 
ordinary way, if they like. | 


The Hindistan (Kélékeankar), of the 26th August, gives Circulation, 


Case of the Talükdfür 
of Maheva in the Kheri Talükdär of Maheva, which ended 


or with the dismissal by the Deputy 
Commissioner of Sitapur of the prosecution against the 
Talükdär, at the request of the complainants themselves; 
and observes that the proceedings of the police and Colonel 
Cowie; the Deputy Commissioner of Kheri, in the case, were 
a mockery of justice. At Cawnpore, Pandit Hirday Narayan, 
soon after the assault committed on him, appeared before 
Mr. Wright, the District Magistrate, and reported the mat- 
ter, but no action was taken by Mr. Wright. In reply to 


a brief history of the case of the 500 copies. 


Circulation, 
500 copies. 


their memorial to the Lieutenant-Governor the Pandit's 
friends were told by His Honor that the case was not eog- 


nizable by the polioe. On the other hand, in the Kheri 
district, two peasants who had received some slight chastise- 


ment from a taläkdär were sent for by the police and made 
to record a report against the taläkdär by foros. They 
were summoned to institute a prosecution, but they did not 
comply. On this they were arrested and brought before 
Colonel Cowie with handcuffs on for the purpose. Just 
compare Oolonel Cowie’s sympathy for the poor peasants 
with Mr. Wright’s indifference to Pandit Hirday Narayan. 
Sir Auckland Colvin is entitled to the gratitude of the 
public for calling for an explanation from the Colonel of 
his conduct in the case; and it is to be hoped that His 
Honor will publish the orders wie miay be issued. on 

— of his —— | 


A 3 of the Hindustan (Kélékankar), of the 


29th August, is glad to say -that 
Govérnment is desirous of reforming 
the police, with a view to check police tyranny and oppres-+ 
sion. But if it thinks that an increase in the salaries of 
sub-inspectors and head-oonstables will remedy the evil, 
it labours under a serious mistake. They will consider the 
increase of pay a reward for theit high-handed proceedings 
in the past, and thus the measure is very likely to have a 
bad effect on them. It is almost impossible that a man 
should ‘be able suddenly to change ‘his old habits. The best 
way of improving the police force would be by the admis- 
sion of educated and respectable meni into it, though the 
admission of such men might be unpalatable to European 
police officers, inasmuch as those men would not fawn and 
eringe on them like the present officials. There exists deep 
and widespread dissatisfaction amon g the people with the. 
present police arrangements. They refrain from reporting. 
offences to the police as far as possible, because they regard 
a police inquiry as a great misfortune. During an inquiry 
into an offence the police greatly harass innocent men and 
extort money from them. The maintenance of the polioe 


9 


} 


Police reform. 


n 


depeirtinerit in itd present 
than useless. 


The A indtstitn (Kélékankar), of the 30th August, 
Water- supply, Cawn- Observes that Sir Auckland Colvin’s 
— "Government is very desirous of 
providing g water works for the chief towns in these pro- 
vinces. A large sum of money belonging to the poor tax- 
payer of the Lucknow municipality was spent on the bor- 
ing of an artesian well; but the well was a failure. In spite 


of the strong protest of the elected members of the muni- 


cipal board, the boring of another well has been sanctioned, 
though success is again very doubtful. At Agra the con- 


struction of ‘water works has been commenced, and the 


people have been burdened with heavy additional taxation, 


There is no scarcity of water at Cawnpore, as the Ganges 


flows close by and a large portion of the houses in the town 
are provided with wells; and therefore Government is not 
justified in forcing upon the people a wate r-supply scheme 
the cost of which has been estimated at 15 lakhs of rupees. 
The chief cause of mortality at Cawnpore and other places: 
is not the alleged scarcity of pure water, but the scarcity 
of grain. If Sir Auckland Colvin made an inquiry into. 
the condition of the people, His Honor would find that 
thousands of men in every district subsist on the most 
unwholesome kinds of grain and on the leaves. of trees. 
Fhe people are in want of food and not of water, and an 
increase. in their burdens will make their condition stilk 
worse.- An abundant supply, of pure water can never 
appease t heir hunger. 


The Hindiistant (Lucknow), of the 24th August, observes 


that the complaint of Government 
Notifications of ap- | . } 


pointment, transfer, &c., officials in connection with, the 
- "Govern enn wording of notifications regarding 
their appointment, transfer, <c., 
published: i in the Urdu Government Gazette is not without. 


foundation : Government could have no reasonable objection. 


to the use of the plural verb instead of the singular, and 


Gazette. 
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Circulation, 
400 copies. 


} Circulation, 
| 487 copies. 


murder cases. 
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the addition of the word Sahib after the names of ‘officials’ 
in such notifications. 


The Hindustani (Lucknow), of the 24th hie: is of 
opinion that some public association 
_ should impress upon the Local 
Government the expedienoe of substituting the more urbane 
terms dp and dpkd in place of the words tum and tumhdré 
in the summonses issued by courts. It is believed that 


Wordin g of summonses 
issued by courts. 


on the representation of some gentlemen, the District 
Officers in Bengal ordered their office clerks to alter the 


words in the summonses and other such papers when 
those papers were addressed to respectable. persons. The 


alteration of the words as suggested above would give 


general satisfaction. 


The Nasim-t-Agra, of the 23rd. August, complains that 
Period of appeal in even in petty civil and criminal 
cases 60 or 90 days are allowed for 
appeal, but that a man under sentence of death is required 
to file an appeal within only seven days. Evidently the 
time allowed for appeal in the latter case is very inadequate. 


Some Sessions Courts are situated at great distances from 


the High Court, and a journey from a Sessions Court to the 
High Court takes many days. Again, the friends of a man 
sentenced to death must be given sufficient time to consult 
vakils and arrange for the cost. The writer thinks that 
six months or so should be allowed for appeal ; particularly 
as in many instances the accused, after their execution, 
were found to have been innocent. 


The Aligarh Institute Gazette, of the 30th August, is 
glad to say that, though riots were 
apprehended at Aligarh, the Muhar- 
ram passed off quietly, and that the maintenance of 
peace during that critical period was due to the indefati- 
gable exertions of Mr. Petre, the District Magistrate, who 
was on the alert throughout the days and nights. It has 


Muharram at Aligarh. 


been a custom at Aligarh to cut a plantain tree from Chain 


Kunwar’s garden when Mulaim Shäh's alams pass that 


garden on the 5th day ef the Muharram and to carry the 


? 
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„tree with the alam procession. As it was believed that 
owing to the strained. relations existing between the Hin- 
dds. and Musslmäns the former would object to the latter 
taking a plantain tree from that garden this year, Mr. 
Petre planted a plantain tree at a suitable place for the 
purpose. That tree was cut by Musalmäns on the occasion 
above referred to. However, some Musalmäns entered the 
garden by climbing over the walls, the door. being closed, 


and carried away a plantain tree from the garden. There 
were some Hinds inside the garden at the door at the 
time, and a heap of stones had been collected by them. 


They threw stones at the Musalmäns who entered the 
garden and some of the latter were hurt, but no further 
rioting occurred. All the Hindi shopkeepers closed their 
shops and did not reopen them till the Muharram was over, 
and no Hindi took part in the Muharram. It is to be 


regretted that ill feeling between the two great communi- 
ties is growing in all parts of the country. The growth 
of animosity must be very injurious to the two communi- 


ties, a source of trouble and inconvenience to the District 
Officers, and a severe blow to the aims and objects of the 


National Congress. 

A correspondent of the Nasim-i-Agra, of the 23rd 
August, with reference to the fre- 
quent occurrence of religious riots, 


Religious riots. 


is of opinion that the local authorities themselves are 
‘chiefly to blame, and urges that, with a view to remedy the 


evil, the Hindüs and Musalmäns in every town and village 
should be made to live in separate places. No Hindd 
should be allowed to live in the midst of Musalmäns, and 
vice versa. The proposal could be carried out by making 


‘the Hindtis and Musalmäns change their houses with each 
‘other, as might be found necessary. In that case each 


community would be able to hold its religious. ceremonies 
in its own part of a town without any difficulty. Proper 
rules should be framed for the regulation of religious 


. processions passing through the public streets and 
‘thoroughfares. If any persons still commit riots, they 
should be severely punished. 
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North-Western Railway. 


The M. annere die esd of the 25th August, re 


all ege 1 6 complains that the Judge and the 


appoimment of an Ad- Additional Judge of Moradabad are 
Fudge at Moradabad. chiefly engaged with eriminal work, 


, | and are unable to devote sufficient 
time and attention to civil suits. Hence the Natyar-i- 


Asam is of opinion that an Additional Saberdinate Judge 


had better be appointed to clear off the arrears of civil 


Work. 


ED UOATION. 


The Bréhman (Cawnpore), for July, received on the 31st 


6 August, complains that the other 


from the curriculam of Indian Universities recognise the 
studies for the Entrance 


‘Examination of the Vernacular languages of their pro- 
Allahabad University. 


vinees, but that the Allahabad Uni- 
versity has excluded Hindi from the curriculam of studies 
for its Entrance Examination. Hindi has been replaced 


by Sanskrit even in the lower school classes. The friends 


ef Hindi agitated for the adoption of Hindi as the court 
language in place of Urdu; but, on the other hand, the Allah- 
abad University and the Education Department of these pro- 


vinces have adopted measures which will be highly injurious 


to that language. The people should be up and doing and 


save their mother tongue from the danger with which it 


is threatened. They should hold public meetings in every 


town and send memorials to the University, praying for the 


inelusion ef Hindi in its eurriculum of studies. 


RAILWAY. 


The Akhbédr-i- Alam (Meerut), of the 26th August, is 
Distribution of third glad 0 notion thet the ade. 
class tickets on the ern Railway authorities have lately 


ordered third elass tickets to be issued 
throughout the day, and observes that this arrangement 


will save the native passengers a great deal of trouble, 


inconvenienee and anxiety. The other railway officers 
would do well to follow the example. 


| 180%) 


The Bůdrat Jitoan Waere) of the 25th hentai. com- 


‘Alleged bb ate _ plains that, at Benares, police con- 
of police constables at stables forcibly take, free of charge, 


—— Fruits and vegetables from the poor 


men who carry shies such things in baskets for sale in 


streets and thoroughfares, and asks the City Inspector of 
Police to put a stop to the alleged extortion. 


The Khichri Samdcha⸗ (Mirzapur), of the 23rd August, 
Disposal of the dead complains that any patients who die 
41e in The “hospital, os in the hospital at Mirzapur and 
Mirzapur. — have no friends or relatives to dis- 
Pose of their bodies according to their religion, are thrown 
into the river; only the bodies of the victims of cholera 
being burnt. But this is a very objectionable practice. 
The bodies of such Hindi ‘patients should be burnt and 
those of Musalmäns buried, as is done at Benares ; particu- 
larly as the property left by them is deposited in the 
Government treasury, and the throwing of dead bodies into 
the river is likely to spoil the water. 


The same paper complains that Chamärs, Päsis, and 
Compulsory labour in other such lower classes of people, 
the Mirzapur district. -§ are frequently pressed into their 
private service by police officials, kanüngos, tahsildärs 
and others, in the interior of the district, and are paid no 
wages. There appears to be no good reason why Government 
officials, who regularly receive their salaries from Govern- 


ment, should not pay the men from whom they take any 


work. Lately one Badlu, Pasi, of Telani village, was pressed 
into service by. Mohan, chaukidär, on behalf of the police 
sub-inspector, and was so ill-treated by the chaukidär that 
he died. The chaukidär was prosecuted and sentenced to 
nine months’ imprisonment by the Sessions Judge ; but the 
gub-inspector/ received no punishment. Government should 
take steps to save poor villagers from W labope. 
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